
Two Decades of Adventure as a Park Ranger
in the Shadow of Katahdin
I spent two decades working as a park ranger in the shadow of Katahdin,
Maine's tallest mountain. It was a job that took me to some of the most
beautiful places in the state and gave me the opportunity to experience the
wilderness in a way that few people ever do.
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In this memoir, I share some of the stories of my time as a park ranger. I
write about the challenges I faced, the rewards I experienced, and the
people and animals I met along the way.

I hope that this book will give you a glimpse into the world of a park ranger
and inspire you to explore the wilderness for yourself.

Chapter 1: The Call of the Wild
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I grew up in a small town in Maine, and from a young age I loved spending
time outdoors. I would hike in the woods, camp out in the backyard, and
fish in the local streams. As I got older, I began to explore the wilderness
areas of Maine, and I was drawn to the beauty and solitude of Baxter State
Park.

After graduating from college, I applied for a job as a park ranger at Baxter
State Park. I was hired in the spring of 1995, and I began my career as a
park ranger in the shadow of Katahdin.

My first assignment was to work at Katahdin Stream Campground. I was
responsible for greeting campers, collecting fees, and enforcing the park's
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rules and regulations. I also spent time patrolling the campground and the
surrounding area, looking for any signs of trouble.

I enjoyed working at Katahdin Stream Campground, but I was eager to get
out into the wilderness. After a few months, I was assigned to work as a
backcountry ranger. My job was to patrol the park's backcountry trails and
campsites, and to educate visitors about the park's rules and regulations.

I loved working as a backcountry ranger. I spent my days hiking through the
woods, camping in the wilderness, and talking to visitors about the park. I
learned a great deal about the natural history of the park, and I developed a
deep love for the wilderness.

Chapter 2: The Challenges of Wilderness

Working as a park ranger in the wilderness was not without its challenges.
The weather could be harsh, the terrain could be difficult, and the wildlife
could be dangerous.

I remember one time when I was hiking through the woods during a
thunderstorm. The rain was coming down in sheets, and the wind was
howling. I was soaked to the bone, and I was starting to get cold. I knew
that I needed to find shelter soon, or I would be in trouble.



A thunderstorm in the Baxter State Park wilderness

I looked around for a place to shelter, and I spotted a large rock overhang. I
huddled under the overhang, and I waited for the storm to pass. I was cold
and wet, but I was safe.

Another time, I was hiking through the woods when I came across a bear.
The bear was standing in the middle of the trail, and it was blocking my
way. I stopped and stared at the bear, and the bear stared at me. We stood
there for a few minutes, neither of us moving.
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Finally, the bear turned and walked away. I was relieved, but I was also
aware that I had been lucky. If the bear had been aggressive, I could have
been seriously injured.

The challenges of wilderness are real, but they are also part of what makes
working as a park ranger so rewarding. The wilderness is a place of beauty
and wonder, and it is a place where you can learn a great deal about
yourself.

Chapter 3: The Rewards of Wilderness

The rewards of working as a park ranger in the wilderness are many. I have
had the opportunity to experience the wilderness in a way that few people
ever do. I have seen the sunrise from the top of Katahdin, I have camped
under the stars in the Allagash Wilderness, and I have paddled through the
rapids of the Penobscot River.
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Sunrise from the top of Katahdin

I have also met some amazing people during my time as a park ranger. I
have met visitors from all over the world, and I have learned a great deal
from them. I have also met fellow park rangers who have become my
lifelong friends.

The wilderness is a place where you can learn a great deal about yourself.
It is a place where you can challenge yourself, and where you can grow as
a person. I am grateful for the opportunity to work as a park ranger in the
wilderness, and I hope that I can continue to do so for many years to come.
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Working as a park ranger in the shadow of Katahdin has been an incredible
experience. I have had the opportunity to experience the wilderness in a
way that few people ever do, and I have met some amazing people along
the way. I am grateful for the opportunity to have worked as a park ranger,
and I hope that I can continue to do so for many years to come.
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