
The House of Wittgenstein: Family at War
The Wittgenstein family is a fascinating study in the interplay between
genius, conflict, and the enduring power of intellectual legacy. At the heart
of this family was Ludwig Wittgenstein, one of the most influential
philosophers of the 20th century. His siblings, Paul, Margaret, and Rudolf,
also made significant contributions to the fields of architecture,
mathematics, and economics.

But the Wittgenstein family was not without its share of turmoil. The siblings
often clashed over their beliefs, and their relationships were strained by
Ludwig's uncompromising nature. This tension played out against the
backdrop of the turbulent events of the 20th century, including two world
wars and the rise of fascism.

In his book, "The House of Wittgenstein: Family at War," Alexander Waugh
delves into the complex world of the Wittgenstein family. Based on
extensive research, including interviews with family members, Waugh
paints a vivid portrait of Ludwig and his siblings, their struggles, and their
lasting impact on modern thought.
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Waugh's book is not merely a biography of the Wittgenstein family. It is also
a meditation on the nature of genius, the complexities of family
relationships, and the enduring power of ideas.

Ludwig Wittgenstein was born in Vienna in 1889. From a young age, he
exhibited a brilliant mind and a fascination with the nature of language. In
1908, he abandoned his engineering studies to pursue philosophy at
Cambridge University.

Wittgenstein's early work, the "Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus," was an
attempt to create a logical foundation for all of science and mathematics.
However, he later came to believe that the "Tractatus" was flawed and that
there were limits to what language could express.

In his later work, Wittgenstein developed a new approach to philosophy,
one that focused on the way that we use language in everyday life. This
approach, which he called "ordinary language philosophy," had a profound
impact on subsequent generations of philosophers.

Ludwig Wittgenstein was not the only member of his family to make
significant contributions to the world. His siblings, Paul, Margaret, and
Rudolf, also achieved great success in their respective fields.

Paul Wittgenstein was a brilliant pianist who overcame the loss of his right
arm in World War I to continue his career. Margaret Wittgenstein was a
noted economist and social reformer. Rudolf Wittgenstein was a successful
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engineer and architect who designed some of the most iconic buildings in
Vienna.

Despite their individual achievements, the Wittgenstein siblings often
clashed over their beliefs and life choices. Paul was deeply religious, while
Ludwig was an atheist. Margaret was a socialist, while Rudolf was a
conservative.

These tensions played out against the backdrop of the turbulent events of
the 20th century. The two world wars and the rise of fascism created a
sense of uncertainty and anxiety that further strained the relationships
between the Wittgenstein siblings.

In 1924, Ludwig Wittgenstein bought a house in the Austrian village of
Purkersdorf. The house, which he named "Wittgenstein House," became a
gathering place for philosophers and intellectuals from around the world.

Wittgenstein House was a symbol of a bygone era, a time when philosophy
was not confined to academic institutions but was also a lively part of public
discourse. The house was a place where ideas were exchanged and
challenged, and where new ways of thinking were born.

Today, Wittgenstein House is a museum dedicated to the life and work of
Ludwig Wittgenstein. It is a reminder of the profound impact that the
Wittgenstein family has had on modern thought, and of the enduring power
of ideas.

"The House of Wittgenstein: Family at War" is a fascinating and thought-
provoking book that sheds light on one of the most influential families in
modern history. Alexander Waugh's vivid prose and meticulous research



bring the Wittgenstein family to life, revealing the complex interplay
between genius, conflict, and legacy.

This book is a must-read for anyone interested in philosophy, family
dynamics, or the history of the 20th century. It is a book that will leave you
thinking long after you finish it.
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