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The advent of genetic research has revolutionized our understanding of
human biology. However, this new knowledge has also raised important
ethical, legal, and social questions. One of the most pressing questions is
how to address the use of genetic information to perpetuate racial
inequality.

In the United States, the history of race and genetics is deeply intertwined.
From the early days of eugenics to the more recent use of genetic testing
to justify racial profiling, genetic information has been used to justify
discrimination and oppression against people of color.

The book Race Reparations and Reconciliation After the Genome argues
that this history of genetic injustice must be addressed through reparations
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and reconciliation. The book's authors, Drs. Dorothy Roberts and Catherine
Bliss, lay out a comprehensive plan for how to achieve these goals.

The Case for Reparations

Roberts and Bliss argue that reparations are necessary to address the
centuries of harm that have been done to people of color through the use of
genetic information. They propose a number of different forms of
reparations, including:

Financial compensation for individuals who have been harmed by
genetic discrimination

Investments in education and healthcare for communities of color

Support for research on the ethical and social implications of genetic
research

Roberts and Bliss also argue that reparations are necessary to restore trust
between communities of color and the scientific community. They believe
that reparations can help to create a more just and equitable society for all.

The Path to Reconciliation

In addition to reparations, Roberts and Bliss also call for reconciliation
between communities of color and the scientific community. They believe
that reconciliation is essential for healing the wounds of the past and
building a more just future.

Roberts and Bliss propose a number of different steps that can be taken to
foster reconciliation, including:



Creating opportunities for dialogue and understanding between
communities of color and scientists

Developing educational programs that teach about the history of race
and genetics

Supporting research on the ethical and social implications of genetic
research

Roberts and Bliss believe that reconciliation is a long-term process, but
they are hopeful that it is possible. They believe that reconciliation can help
to create a more just and equitable society for all.

Race Reparations and Reconciliation After the Genome is a
groundbreaking book that makes a powerful case for reparations and
reconciliation. The book's authors, Drs. Dorothy Roberts and Catherine
Bliss, provide a comprehensive plan for how to achieve these goals. The
book is a must-read for anyone who is interested in the ethical, legal, and
social implications of genetic research.
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