Charles Dickens and the Forgotten Children of
London

Charles Dickens was born in Portsmouth, England, in 1812. His father was
a clerk in the Navy Pay Office, and his mother was a schoolteacher.
Dickens had a happy childhood, but his family's fortunes declined when his
father was imprisoned for debt in 1824. Dickens was forced to leave school
and work in a factory to help support his family.
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Dickens's experiences in the factory left a lasting impression on him, and
he later wrote about the plight of the poor and disadvantaged in his novels.
His first novel, Oliver Twist, was published in 1838 and tells the story of an
orphan boy who is sold to a workhouse and then to a gang of thieves. The
novel was a huge success, and it helped to raise awareness of the
appalling conditions in which many children lived in Victorian England.
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Dickens continued to write about the lives of the poor in his subsequent
novels, including David Copperfield, Bleak House, and Great Expectations.
These novels were all critical and commercial successes, and they helped
to make Dickens one of the most popular and influential authors of his time.

In addition to his writing, Dickens was also a passionate advocate for social
reform. He campaigned for better education and housing for the poor, and
he helped to found a number of charities to help children in need. Dickens's
work had a profound impact on the social conscience of Victorian England,
and it continues to inspire people today.

The Street Children of London

In the 19th century, London was a city of contrasts. While the wealthy lived
in luxury, the poor struggled to survive. Many children were orphaned or
abandoned, and they lived on the streets, begging or stealing for food.
These children were often exploited by adults, and they faced a life of
hardship and danger.

Dickens was deeply moved by the plight of the street children, and he
wrote about them in many of his novels. In Oliver Twist, he tells the story of
a young boy who is sold to a workhouse and then to a gang of thieves. In
David Copperfield, he tells the story of a young boy who is orphaned and
forced to live on the streets. These novels helped to raise awareness of the
plight of the street children, and they inspired many people to work to
improve their lives.

Dickens's Legacy

Charles Dickens died in 1870, but his legacy lives on. His novels continue
to be read and enjoyed by people all over the world, and they continue to



inspire people to fight for social justice. Dickens was a passionate advocate
for the poor and disadvantaged, and his work has made a real difference in
the world.

If you are interested in learning more about Charles Dickens and his work, |
encourage you to read his novels. You can also visit the Charles Dickens
Museum in London, which is dedicated to his life and work.

**Descriptive alt attributes for images:**

* **Charles Dickens:** A black-and-white portrait of Charles Dickens,
looking serious and thoughtful. * **Qliver Twist:** A scene from the novel
_Oliver Twist_, showing Oliver being sold to a workhouse. * **Street
children:** A group of ragged children begging on the streets of London. *
**Charles Dickens Museum:** A photo of the exterior of the Charles

Dickens Museum in London.
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