
Antifascism and Sociology: Gino Germani,
1911-1979
Gino Germani was an Italian-born sociologist who played a significant role
in the development of antifascism in Italy and the United States. His work
on social movements, social stratification, and political sociology has had a
lasting impact on the field of sociology.
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Germani was born in Rome in 1911. He studied sociology at the University
of Rome, where he came into contact with the work of Antonio Gramsci, a
leading Italian Marxist thinker. Gramsci's work had a profound influence on
Germani, and it shaped his own thinking on social movements and political
change.

In 1934, Germani left Italy to escape the fascist dictatorship of Benito
Mussolini. He went to the United States, where he studied at Harvard
University. At Harvard, Germani worked with Talcott Parsons, one of the
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leading sociologists of the time. Parsons' work on social stratification and
social change had a major influence on Germani's own research.

In 1946, Germani returned to Italy. He became a professor of sociology at
the University of Rome, where he helped to rebuild the Italian sociological
community after the war. Germani's work on social movements and political
sociology played a significant role in the development of Italian antifascism.

In 1967, Germani moved to the United States, where he became a
professor of sociology at Harvard University. He continued to work on
social movements and political sociology, and he also became interested in
the relationship between social inequality and political violence.

Germani died in 1979. He was one of the most influential sociologists of the
twentieth century. His work on social movements, social stratification, and
political sociology has had a lasting impact on the field of sociology.

Germani's Contributions to Antifascism

Germani was a lifelong antifascist. He believed that fascism was a threat to
democracy and human rights. He also believed that sociologists had a
responsibility to fight against fascism.

Germani's work on social movements played a significant role in the
development of antifascism. He argued that social movements were a
powerful force for social change. He also argued that social movements
could be used to resist fascism.

Germani's work on social stratification also contributed to the fight against
fascism. He argued that social inequality was a major cause of fascism. He



also argued that social inequality could be reduced through social reforms.

Germani's work on political sociology also contributed to the fight against
fascism. He argued that fascism was a form of political authoritarianism. He
also argued that political authoritarianism could be resisted through
democratic reforms.

Germani's work on antifascism is still relevant today. Fascism is still a
threat to democracy and human rights. Sociologists have a responsibility to
fight against fascism, and Germani's work provides a valuable guide for
how to do so.

Germani's Legacy

Germani was a brilliant sociologist who made significant contributions to
the field of sociology. His work on social movements, social stratification,
and political sociology has had a lasting impact on the field. He was also a
lifelong antifascist who used his work to fight against fascism.

Germani's legacy is one of social justice and human rights. He believed
that sociology could be used to make the world a better place, and he
dedicated his life to fighting against fascism and other forms of oppression.

Germani's work is still relevant today. Fascism is still a threat to democracy
and human rights. Sociologists have a responsibility to fight against
fascism, and Germani's work provides a valuable guide for how to do so.
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